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able to prevail with his wife to part with her woman, he took so much upon him as to force her out of the house, that is to say, he put away the whole set of servants in the family, (for they were all made alike at last,) and took all new people at once,
Aunt. And how did the lady take it ?
Niece. Truly, madam, I cannot say she took it so well as I wish, for her sake, she had: for though her husband and she are very religious, sober, and good people, yet I cannot but say it has broken in very much upon their tempers and affection one to another, and there is not all the harmony between them that there used to be.
Aunt. And all along of one graceless, irreligious servant.
Niece. JTis very true, madam.
Aunt. Besides, as you say, ruining the morals of the rest of the servants.
Niece. Yes, madam.
Aunt. Pray how did that appear among them ?
Niece. Why, madam, in the first place, she made all religious things her jest; turned all that was said to them at church, or in the family, that had anything serious in it, into banter and ridicule, and laughed them out of everything that looked like religion. She represented religion to be a mere piece of state policy and priestcraft, contrived between the clergy and the statesmen, only to subject the world to their management. The ministers and servants of Jesus Christ set apart for the altar, and whose business it is to preach salvation to a lost world, by a glorious but crucified Redeemer, she despised with the lowest or last degree of contempt, calling them mercenaries and tradesmen, the church their idol, and the pulpit their shop, where they sold what they called the word of God to who bid most; and such-like horrid and blasphemous stuff.